INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Dignity Bill Gets Shot Down

{continued from front pags)
on the bill more quickly, and it wias assigned
to several commitiess there,

If & bill is not pessed by one branch of
Congresswithin 60 days after January 22, it
iz essentialy killed

Because this happened to the Dignity
Act, it now can't be resubmitted again until
2003

The: bill faced opposition from anti-gay
groups and conservatives, but it gained
girong support and endorsements from the
Florida PTA, Attormey General Bob
Butterworth, Education Commiss ones Charlie
Crigh, the Broward County Commission, the
Florida Education Associati on, Florida MO,
anumber of NAACP chapters and others

Cin Febwuany 18, over 100 gay and | esbian
giudents from all over Floridagathered & the
gate capifol to show their support for the
Act & part of the Equality of Florida Yiouth
Lobby Day. The sudenis were able o meet
vt S0 |egisd ators out of 160 from both parties,
and they participated in a press conference
and luncheon,

The bill was raised at a time when the

Gay, L eshian and Straight Education Nebwork
reparts that Y0 percent of gay, leshian,
bisexua and transgender students report
experiencing some kind of harasment in
schools, and more than 90 percent of these
students say that they hear anti-gay
comments on adaly basis

“It i truly & sl day in Td lshases &
the legisiature effectively turmed their backs
on students being harassed,” says De
Pd arzo, the co-chair of theGay, Lesbian and
Straight Education Metwaork of Grester Fort
Lauderdale. * The sol ution should be for our
policymakers & the state and local level to
back school boards that demonsirate a
commitment to ensuring tha asolutely no
student should expesience bias, in this caes
[ay] wouth v experi ence: harassment and
name-caling onadaly basis, Our next steps
should come from the voices of our
commusmity memberswho request that local
Broward County School Board members pass
GLSEN's partnership agreement and keepal |
youeg people learning and living in a safe,
respectful and dignified learning
environment.”

Manors Police Seek Suspect

(continuwed from fron page)
Migued Zanfos

Bigelsen says Santos is not & suspect
in the crime and is cooperating in the
inwestigation

Santos had been out of country
vigiting family during the last several
weeks and was “heartbroken™ and
*erughed” when told of the news by
police. He returned back to Florida on
Thursday evening

O Friday, Bussy's next of kin, aniece
inVirginia, was |ocated and natified of the
death

Meither the niece nor Santos had any
ideas a5 to who could have committed the
b nees o1 me

Bigelsen savs a few of the residents
at the condo complex have given police
their descriptions of a man who had been
at Busey's apartment the weskend before
the murder occurred, He could not give
further details at this point in the
investigation,

A team of detectives are now working
on the cass, and official autopsy reports
have not yet been relessed

Busey was last seen alive on
Thursday or Friday of |ast wesk

Anyane with information relative to
the homicide is asked to call Wilton
Manors Police Detective Danny James at
954 3902150, or CrimeStoppers at
254 493. TIPS
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