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Getting Real

An interview with Chris Beckman
fromMTV’s The Real World

By Gregg Shapiro

At Thanksgiving time 2001, my
partner, a friend from out of town, and |
went to Chicago’s Garfield Park
Conservatory to see an exhibit by
renowned glass scul ptor Dale Chihuly. [t
was spectacular to say the least. There
was a man working in the store who was
equally as fascinating as the glass
sculptures. A few weeks later, when |
received my copy of the January 2002
issue of Out Magazine, | discovered that
it was Chris Beckman, the openly gay
male cast member of the Chicago season
of MTV's"“reality show” The Real World.
A visual artist (you can see some of his
work on his web-site
www.chrisbeckman.com), Chris was
one of two queer members of the new Real
World cast (Aneesa, a lesbian, was the
other), and he remained in Chicago after
the show stopped filming. However, he
has big plans for the future, and he
recently shared them with me.

Gregg Shapiro: Wereyou afan of the
MTV show TheReal World tobegin with,
before becoming a cast member ?

ChrisBeckman: | wasnot afan. | had
never really seen the show. | had seen hits
and pieces of The Real World Hawaii and San
Francisco. | don'trealy watchTV. | basicaly

read and get caught up in my own life.

GS: Had you ever tried to become a
cast member of any of the other seasons
of The Real World?

CB: No. Never. This was a totally
spontaneousthing. | wasabout two or three
months sober and | had gotten out of the
bartending thing and out of waiting tables.
| got a get-well, nine-to-five Monday
through Friday job at a dot-com company,
and | was afraid to take time off to go for
the audition. These two girls who worked
behind the counter at the gym where |
worked out—The Metropolitan Health
Club—agay gym in Boston...

GS: In the South End.

CB: Right. Stacy and Laura, | aways
have to mention their names, because they’re
the oneswho encouraged meto audition. They
said, “Chris, you have to do it. You're the
perfect age.” | had just turned 24, and the
ages were (for people) between 18 and 24.
So, | figured, why not doit. It wassointense.
The next day, | got acal back, “Chris, come
for a videotaped interview.” Then in two
weeksthey called meand flew meouttoL.A.
My other (Real World) roommates got started
inJanuary. | walked on at theend of May and
moved to Chicago in July. Basicdly, | had
themonth of Juneto go through the semi-final
and final round. | found out (that | was cast)
on the 25th of June (2001).

GS: Doyou think that if you had met
your castmatesin a different situation—
onethat wasn't being filmed for MTV—
that you would have had anything to say
to them?

CB: Definitely. Aneesa and | would
have had fun going out. Keri and | would
have hit it off. Would | have normally met
Tonya or Cara? | don’t know under what
circumstances we would have met each
other. But, I’'m a people person. | love to
talk to people. | lovemeeting people. | don't
how or where | would have met them, but |
would have found something to talk about
with each of them.

GS: Sinceyou and Aneesawerethetwo
gueer cast members, did you form abond?

CB: Instantly! It wasso comforting for
me. We both knew—here we are in the
world— and it was so great to have Aneesa
on my side. | had all of my fears. There
was Puck (from The Real World San
Francisco), and (I thought) what if | was
living with someonewho doesn’t accept me.
Herel am, I’ve built up my life. I've come
out to mostly everyone, except for my great-
grandmother, who | normally wouldn’'t have
to come out to. But, because of the show, |
have now told her. Between me, you and
the rest of the country, they will all know
my businessin weeksto come (laughs). So,
yes, it was great to have Aneesa there. It

made me more comfortable. 1’'m gay, but |
don't want to be defined by a three letter
word. I'm so many more parts. There are
so many more parts to Chris that make me
whole. | don't eat, sleep and breathe gay.

GS: Doyou feel likeyou’vemadeany
lasting friendships with any other cast
member s?

CB: | hope I've made a lasting
impression. Because of the reality and
intensity of thesituation, | don’t think wewill
have the strongest friendships. We're all
processing differently. 1’'m caught up in my
life and they have their lives all over the
country. Lasting friendships? | know wehave
alagting bond that no onewill ever understand.

GS: TheReal World Chicago shoot was
plagued with problemsstemming from the
Wicker Park location of the set and the
negative response that you got from the
residents of the neighborhood. What kind
of effect did that have on you personally?

CB: Personally? Here | am, newly
sober. | know what to expect in my life at
this point, and one (thing) is safety. | know
that | had gone through alot. One of the
things that | was expecting was that safety
wouldn’t beanissue or aproblem. | wasn't
worried about living in a city - living in
Boston and being in New York all thetime,
that didn’'t phase me. (But) coming home
and having a group of people outside the
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