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CYMK

Complain all you will about the masses
of antique shops that look the same and never
turn their merchandise. Continue to complain
that you cannot find adequate parking,
quality and knowledgeable sales assistance.
You will just show that you have never-ever
been to Cargo Furniture at 2301 NE 26th St.

Conveniently located behind the Egg
and You Plaza at 26th St. and Federal Hwy.,
Cargo Furniture’s owners Stefan Schwing
and Eric Eife (business and life partners)
showcase a cutting edge, yet classic-style on
their showroom floor.

Stefan is a native of Heidelberg,
Germany where he obtained a degree in Set
Design before coming to the United States
11 years ago. His extensive design
background helps him help his customer pick
the best choices for their spaces and budgets.

Eric works is Washington, DC so Cargo

Furniture and Stefan are heavily guarded by
Bill, a gentle 9 year old Pitt-bull/Richback mix.

Cargo houses a vast array of furnishings
from Southeast Asia and Europe. All of the
imported furnishings are either antiques or
quality and accurate reproductions made of
antique materials.

“I sell only the highest quality British
Colonial style teak (and other similar heavy
woods) at the same prices that most
department stores sell their ply-wood
copies,” stated Stefan.

Since the last report done by The
Express on Cargo’s opening, Stefan has noted
a marked success in his sales. He purchased
the empty building next to Cargo, added two
full-time employees, and expanded his
collection.

“We are doing so well,” noted Stefan,
“People will always want ‘Rooms To Go’
prices-with solid quality, I give them that, I
only have that.”

Stefan also points out “The hardwood
pieces that I sell here are a durable and
practical choice for the wet and humid
weather conditions so common in South
Florida.”

Stefan, while seated on a 120-year
Chinese pre-revolutionary war solid wood
trunk gazes out on the waterway that cuts
under 26th Street and flows out his back door.
He reflects on future plans.

“I love being on the water. I want to try
to set up a small coffee shop out back here
because it is so beautiful and I want people
to see what I get to see everyday.”

If you have not made it to Cargo Furniture
yet, Stefan invites you to stop by and see the
show room. If you have already been by,
remember, Cargo Furniture receives a new 40-
foot truck’s worth of merchandise every 3
weeks to keep even the most avid furniture
shoppers and antique collectors on their toes.

Expanding Cargo
British Colonial Furnishings For the Masses
By Jason Simpson

As reported in the September 24
edition of The Express, gay guesthouses
are holding their own in these trying times.
Featured in a Sun-Sentinel article last
week by writer Tom Stieghorst, there are
few vacancies at gay inns.

Piggy backing on our article, the
Sentinel reports that,  “Gay tourists
traditionally have softened the fall slump
in South Florida, where Fort Lauderdale,
Miami and Key West are all popular gay
destinations. Fort Lauderdale’s popularity
with the gay travel market is paying off in
healthy bookings this holiday season.”

And this New Year’s Eve Weekend,
there are no rooms at the Inn locally, reports
Richard Gray, of the Rainbow Carpet
Alliance.  All the gay guesthouses are fully
booked, and the referral lists just have no
vacancies. Last week, the Royal-Tea at the
Sea at Club Atlantis drew over 500 people,
and it runs from 4 to 8 pm Sundays, if you
want to stop by.

The picture you are looking at above this
column is one of many wall murals, outdoors,

or indoors, created by Kim Petersen, who
works with our friends at Gentle Care Animal
Hospital.  Kim creates unique mosaic floors
and walls, interiors, and exteriors, and hand
painted murals and floors. The works are very
attractive. Call her at 954.786.1276.

Not just vacuums anymore. One of
the businesses we definitely will be doing
a spotlight on real soon is The Vacuum
Cleaner Mart at 801 North Federal,

New Year’s Weekend Booked at Local Gay Guesthouses
opposite Parker
Playhouse in Fort
Lauderdale. The
c o m p l e t e l y
redesigned venue,
family owned and
operated by Jay,
James, and Renee
Alvarez, has
become the
e x c l u s i v e
distributor of Miele
Appliances ,  The
superior German
corporation that

promotes unique, top notch homeware,
from dishwashers and ovens, to coffee
systems, hoods, and cook tops. Call him
at 954.763-6174.

You can also pick up copies of The
Express there as well, just down the block
from the Pride Factory, now offering a
wealth of discounted post Christmas items
for sale. Rocky Aoki invites you in to their
pleasant retail establishment.

It’s a small hidden shop on Northeast
12th Avenue in Fort Lauderdale, but if you
need your motorcycle repaired, restored, or
serviced, contact Sam Boles at R & S
Cycles, at 954.202.0762. It is on the south
side of the street, not far from our friends at
PAS.

Another neatly hidden venue would be
Grandma’s Café and Ice Cream Parlor on
A1A in Fort Lauderdale, just north of Oakland

Park Boulevard. The partners who run it are
Yann and Christoph, both of whom came here
from northern France as tourists, staying at
the Royal Palms, and wound up moving into
the community.

Intimate settings, quality French dining,
and crepes to die for. For reservations, call 564-
3671, and it’s BYOB, so and that’s bring your
own bottle or boy. A friendly environment and
homemade, well-priced foods.

 So we screwed up again last week. We
screw up so we can give our advertisers
twice the publicity while correcting our first
screw-up. Ergo, Cheers, the Blues and
Booze entity we promoted last week, open
to 4 a.m., and the wee hours of the morning,
is actually located on Cypress Creek Road,
not McNab. What can we say? Our
correspondent was inebriated when he
reported back to us?

Special thanks to Betty Joe and the
delightful staff at Ernie’s Blues and
Barbecue on South Federal Highway in Fort
Lauderdale. Home of Bimini Bread and the
best ribs this side of Southern Georgia, they
hosted The Express Christmas party last
week. The upstairs outdoors patio deck is a
great place for a private party. Call them at
523.8636

Good luck to our classified manager
Jason Simpson, who has moved out to
Pembroke Pines, and taken a similar position
with New Times Miami. The Express will
entertain interviews for a new classified
manager immdtly.-call Norm at 954.568.1880
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has been invited to a January 2nd meeting
at the Sunshine Cathedral Foundation
office to cement plans.

Stated John C. Graves, the Vice
President of the Sunshine Cathedral, “We
have to work out the details,  but
everybody is certainly enthusiastic about
the idea. Ron English, a board member, is
the spirit behind the proposal and is going
to be seeking grants or funding to retrofit
the building to new codes.”

Graves added that “There are a huge
number of older gay people in this
community, and we have to provide them
with more and more services, and I view
this as a step in the right direction if we
want to encourage more gay seniors to
retire down here.”

Also instrumental in the planning of
the effort has been Michael Kinney, the
Vice President of the Greater Fort
Lauderdale Convention and Visitors’
Bureau. And Reverend Grant Ford of the
Metropolitan Community Church has also
expressed support.

One of the community’s better-known
philanthropists, Dick Fasenmeyer, owner
of Bar Amici and Cathode Ray, said he was
also very impressed by the proposed

Broward to Host First Gay

Senior Day Care Center

Majestic Glory
The Christmas Eve Worship Celebration at Fort Lauderdale’s Sunshine Cathedral

project, but ironically, “No one has
approached me yet. Someone probably
should.”

But there is also a new wrinkle, and
Ms. Lederberg may be facing an option of
riches. Andy Weiser, President-Elect of the
Gay and Lesbian Community Center,
stated on Friday, that “As the hub and
center of our community, we would be
eager to host a Gay Senior Day Care Center,
and I will be contacting Ms. Lederberg to
let her know so.”

Weiser says the cost of retrofitting
the GLCC would be significantly less, “as
the building has a huge, available south
wing, and is already handicapped
accessible.” Additionally, Weiser asserts
that the facility is non-sectarian in nature,
“and thus is more attractive to people of
all denominations and faiths, as well as
people who are uncomfortable with any
type of organized religion.”

Wherever it winds up, the planned
facility will be open to anyone without
restriction, but will be gay and lesbian
focused.

The only other communities in
America that operate a senior day care
center for gays and lesbians are Greenwich
Village in New York City and San Francisco.
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