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CYMK

We welcome to the advertising pages
of The Express the nightclub Cheers, on
East McNab Road in Fort Lauderdale. For
your information, the owner, Paul
Lorenzo, has been a long-time
entrepreneur in the South Florida
hospitality industry, who previously owned
the Candy Store on the beach, in the
location adjacent to the Marlin Beach
Hotel on A1A. But here is the real kicker.
Do you know who owned the Copa before
it was the Copa, before it was purchased
by John Castelli and Bill Bastiansen,
who owned the Federal Highway
establishment for two decades before
selling it to Greg Bernard in 1994? Well,
it was Paul Lorenzo, and the place was
named The Flying Machine….

Anyway, you are all invited to the
Christmas party at Cheers on Thursday,
December 20, at 8pm. Rock, eat, and
drink the night away with gifts and prizes
from Santa and his helpers. And speaking
of parties, Wednesday, December 26,
Gerry Schultz and the men at Mona’s
will wag your tail as no one can. It is the
4th Annual “Lefty’s Leftover Grab Bag”
Festival. Wow, who around here, John
Castelli included, can ever forget old
boar-hunting Lefty, his partner Kevin,
and the day’s of the Federal Highway
institution?

And speaking of history, our story on
the origin of the Marlin Beach Hotel in
the last issue fell short of its mark. Did you
know the author of the first Marlin Tea
Dance was John Castelli when he was
working with Bill Hovan at the Poop Deck
at the Marlin Beach. It seems that John
got the idea for a Tea-Dance from his
mother, Lois Castelli, who got the ideas
from a Sunday event that used to be held
at the Drake’s Hotel in Chicago. Well, it is
a small world, after all, isn’t it?

Looking to find a small treasure for
the Holidays? No place better to try then
Look & Find Consignment Treasures at
2505 Davie Boulevard, just west of I-95
in Fort Lauderdale. The new consignment
shop, operated by Ingrid Vassil, has a
wealth of books, pictures, lamps, kitchen
items and some pretty nice furniture. Call
over there to 954.584.0087 to see if you
can’t sell something good or find
something neat…Speaking of neat, if you
are planning a party or corporate function

for the Holidays, you are running out of
time to call Bona Café, the popular
Italian Restaurant on Wilton Drive in the
Manors. Their home-styled cooking will
cater a party or family dinner for you.
Call Sal at 954.565.7222.

Mistakes, mistakes, we all make a
few. Last week, we erroneously reported
that the new magazine 411 would be
working out of the corporate offices of
Georgie’s Alibi. For clarification, they
are two separate business entities
working out of adjacent, but distinct
offices. 411 has hired Brad Casey as its
Publisher, but its officers are Alibi
partners George Kessinger and Adam
Burnett, Entertainer Richard McCabe,
also known as Ricky Lee, and Gerry
Lickman, who used to work with Brad
at Scoop.  We wish them luck in these
trying business times.

A bad week for Paradise and
Mankind operator Keith Miller, and a sad
week for gay bar patrons. Both clubs have
been shut down by the entrepeneur, but
Miller says Paradise will reopen as a
mixed-use club, Pulse. “It is intended to
be open for anybody,” Miller says, “We are
not going to limit ourselves. We just want
to create a fun atmosphere and let everyone
have a good time.”  No word on Mankind,
but we wish Keith the best of luck.

Congratulations to the festive
French Beauty Studio in the IHOP Plaza
at 1155 North   Federal in Lauderdale.
The place is social, upbeat, and has many
gay clients, who come to them for
services ranging from hair cuts to
manicures. Try them at 954.566.9557

We try to bring you the best in feature
writing and it is therefore with pride that
we offer special compliments and
congratulations to a battery of Express
personnel for their own successes and
achievements nationally. John Templeton
has had an article picked up by the
Advocate, Stephen Fallon’s columns are
appearing in the Washington Blade, and
columnist Michael Alvear, along with
Wayne Besen, have recently inked book-
signing contracts. Bill Hawkins has been
doing some writing for the Sun-Sentinel,
Mike James had a travel feature in Pride,
a national gay magazine, and Paul Harris
has been nominated for another award, for
his book, the Harris Guide.

Christmas brings Cheers and Mona’s


